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General Instructions:

Ii-

2.

Ql.

The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING and
LITERATURE. '

Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.

SECTION A: READING SKILLS (22 marks)

Reading Comprehension Through Unseen Passages

Read the following passage carefully: (12)
Winning is a habit of real-life achievers, and so is positive thinking. You cannot be a_
winuﬂ in the trur: sensec, be bmh successful and happy, Icad a purpnseful life, realize your

——

pusnwc lhml-ccr unless you are a pnsuwe pcrsnn who h:hcves in hasm goodness, are
sensitive to your own needs and desires as well as the needs of other people around you.
Positive thinking leads you to a hecalthy attitude to life that makes you independent,
courageous and cooperative. These qualities are essential for a purposeful, meaningful

and rewarding existence.

Positive thinking is very often thought to be the ability to_focus_on what is right and
ignoring what is wrong_or unpleasant; to be able to tum a blind eye_to _what~is

i —

disagreeable and disturbing But this is not Positive Thinking is all about. It does not tell

— = —

us to close our eyes to reality and stay where we are, resign to fate and not strive for more
or better, not to make an effort at the risk of failure. It does not tell us to run away from

anything, however unpleasant or difficult it may h€}1 :

The edifice of positive thinkirig rests on the power of your inner self, your motivation and
preparedness to change, your determination and hard work, your ability te leamn and
lmpmvc It wi[l'depend on your ability to step nul of your inertia and move ahead, your

e

ahead.

Positive thinking can make reaching your goal easier and more enjoyable. It gives you

the strength to face adversities and failure with courage and bounce back a stronger and
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more confident person. It is your best gift and the mog, powerful (pol, |y

helps you o Jive

your lifc 10 the fullest.

However simple positive thinking may sound and howeyer ens
statistics show that only about five percent of people are ap
become super achievers. These are the people who work harg
and eam and control fifty percent of the world’s resources.

So, to leam to look at everything in a positive way. You have 1o pre free from :~ft::«1ul't
negati‘-'ﬂ Cﬂﬂdi“ﬂ'ning and move ﬂhﬂa[j. YDU can Chﬂﬂgﬂ Ih: “"H}f }fnu pETC-EI:JE inlET.PrE:L:'- ;

Y it may appear to be,
¢ 10 think positive and
°r and better thap othert

!

and think. You know that you can change when you want to change ang il gt
change only when you acknowledge that there is a mistake and you neeq 1o set it right-

Change can be brought about but not without your active participation and your will.
(455 words) (Excerpt from ‘Be Positive think Positive’ by Mridula Agarwal)

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above.

1v.

= -

= R —
s

Explain how positive thinking can_impact_an_individual’s ability to cope with
stress. Provide specific examples or scenarios.to support your explanation. (2)

|

In what ways can a positive mindset influence the relationships an individual|
forms with others? Provide at least two examples illustrating how positive thin‘kind

can enhance interpersonal interactions. _ | {2'

According to the passage, what is the key factor for becoming a super achiever? Ul

a. Inherited talent - _ |
{

b. Positive thinking and hard work

C. Financial resources . [
d.  Academic qualifications . r.z
What quiﬂitics does positive thinking cultivate, according to the passage? -
.l \ E
a.  creativity and leadership | | .
¢ 3 | !‘;
b, Independence, courage, and cooperation ;
c.  Honesty and complacency | E
; %
d.  spirituality and integrity | o
in
ST
|
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(1)

V. How does Lhe passage suggest that one can achieve positive thinking?
a. By ignoring onc's mistakes and failures
b.  Through agtive participation, will, and acknowledging mistakes
c.  Byblaming external factors for negative thinking
d. By relying on others to change one’s mindsct

vi.  Whatis the CM& of the passage?

a.  Positive thinking Icads to financial succcess.

(1

b. Positive thinking requires shutting out negativity.

c. Positive thinking is essential for a purposeful and rewarding life.

d. Positive thinking guarantces a lifc withoul challenges.

vii. Societal or cultural factors may impact an individual's ability to adopt positive
thinking? Provide examples and explain your reasoning. (2)

viii. Complete the Sentence: The passage emphasizes that positive thinking can make
reaching your goal casier and more cnjoyable, giving you the strength to face

! adversities and failures with (1)
’ ix:  What is a synonym for “‘adversities™ as used in ll'u: passage (para 4)? (1)
\ : A) Challenges

B)  Achievements

C) Comforts
| D) Blessings
I (10)

i] Read the following text.

India possesses a demographic advantage with a median age of 28, contrasting with
ageing populations in other countries. This young workforce, available for approximately
five decades, is geographically diverse, with states like Bihar continuing to sce a growth
in the working-age cohort until 2051. However, challenges.threaten this potential. The
Economic Survey 2019 highlighted a gap between job availability and the increasing
age population, while UNICEF 2019 reported that 47% of Lndian youth lack

I -
F

working-
essential skills for 2030's employment. Despite high_primary school attendance, poor

|
i infrastructure, malnutrition, and lack of trained tcachers lead to inadequate learmning

—ind il e —

— — -

outcomes.
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To address this, the focus musl shift o quality education, ensuring universg| access,

relevant vocational training,

and modernized curricula. Investments in tcacher training

and lechnology, including virtual classrooms and MOOCs, are crucial, Heallhcare

struggles due
Ayushman B

' turn, making quality ¢
: to_a_rural cconomic down 1, Tl I;. quality 'ﬂfﬂ__lggﬂffﬂr.:_i_atzr_,_-_ The
harat Yojana links demand to privalc lertiary carc, diverting resources from

upgrading public health systcm.ﬂ.*?lThe snliulinn lies in strengthening Primary healtheare
and intcgrating services up to district hospital levels.

Additionally, women's empowerment 1 vital. Job portals ﬂﬂdt equal pay can ephance
their workforce panicipalinn._"[ﬂli_c_gpitaﬁzﬂ on the youth bulge, India myst nvest in il

e -

®sncial infrastructure, ensuring good health, quality Ed“‘:atm_n.__ﬁ“ﬂ'ﬂmnt‘mplﬂmmf‘ .

Impleme

limited oppertunity, into a boon for India’s future.
124 A

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above.

il.

nting these policies effectively will transform the déﬁﬂgﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂfﬁm-ﬂm‘

[
093 - ndi
Criha
062 -
031 - B 1

m ! T s it " T Ll ¥ L T 1
Iﬂ 1950 1970 1990 ‘2010 2030 2050

According to UNICEF 2019, what percentage of Indian youth lack the\neccssary

skills for employment in 20307 (1
A 27%
By 37%

D) 5%

What is the primary focus of the Ayushman Bharat Yojana in the context
healthcare mentioned in the passage?

A) Strengthening primary healthcare services

B) Providing free healthcare to all citizens

C) Upgrading private hospitals
D) Expanding health insurance coverage
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Iv.

vi,

Vil.

VII.

viii,

How docs the passage suggest addressing the issue ol unafordable healthcare m
(2)

rural India?

What measures can cnhance women's workforce parlicipation according to the
(2)

passage?

Complete the Sentence: To hamess its demographic dividend, India must mw:r-‘-I(III;

to ensure that the youth are adequately skilled and employed.

True/False: India’s demographic dividend ensures automatic cconomic E"ﬂ"‘:‘:}

without the need lor targeted social investments.

According to the graph, the working population of two countrics will be
substantially increasing by 2050, These two countries are (1

A)  China and India
B) Afncaand India
C) China and US

D) US and Africa.
OR

(For Visually Impaired Students)

What is the central idea of the passage?
A) India's demographic dividend is a guaranteed economic boon.

India’s youth bulge presents opportunities but requires strategic investments

B)
in education, healthcare, and employment.

C) India’s healthcare system needs a comprehensive restructuring.

D) India’s women face significant barriers in the workforce.

Given below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason (R).

(1)

Mark your answer as per the options provided below:

Assertion: The passage implies that addressing the challenges in India’s cducation
and healthcare sectors 1S essential for maximizing the potential of the demographic

dividend.
Reasoning: The passage discusses the need for quality education, accessible
healthcare, and women’s empowerment to fully utilize India’s young workforce.
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(he corrcct option:
gseriion and rcasoning are truc, and the reasoning g (p
¢ correct

riion.

Select

Both the &
explanation of the assc

rtion and reasoning arc truc,

A)
but the recas =
Both the ass¢ OMNG I8 not the correct

i, o

B) .
explanation of the asscriion.
c) The assertion is truc, but the rcasoning is falsc.
D) The assertion is falsc.
SECTION B: CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (18 marks)
).3  Atlempt ANY ONE of two, in about 50 words. ”
the Student Advisory Board, and your school is

You are Amit/Amila, the head of i -
organizing a charity event (o raise funds for a local old age humc::. ﬂlc'a_nnuu '.
inviting students and teachers to participate in the event and prqwdc details about |

the event’s date, time, and venuc.
OR

A.

RPVV Shalimar Bagh, prcparc a noticc i
he members to participate In |
f World Environment Day. E

©)

‘As a secretary of Eco Club of your school
to be put up on the nolice board urging |

Environmental Awareness Rally on the occasion 0

B

4 Attempt ANY ONE of two, in about 50 words.

\5( Your institution, Greenfield High School, is hnsting'a Science and Innovation
achievements in the field of science. Write an

Expo to celebrate students’
invitation to Dr. Jayant Narlikar, a renowned scientist, inviting him to be the chief

guest at the event. Include everit details such as date, time, and venue.
OR

Your school, Riverside High, is arranging a cultural fest showcasing talents u
music, dance, and arts. Write an invitation to parents and guardians, urging thc_ml
participate and encourage their children’s artistic endeavours. Include event detal
such as date, time, venue, and highlight the significance of parental support

fostering creativity and self-expression.

Attempt ANY ONE of two, in about 120-150 words. | (5

A. l':&;m{ are Pr_iya Verma, a recent graduate in graphic deﬁign from Bright ldes
esign University. Afler coming across the provided advertisement in 8

ncwspaper, express your interest in the position and write a letter to Robotmet

e ———

6 . X11-ENGLISH
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Jing your resume and detailing your enthusiasm for

attacl the advertised job
ﬂppuﬂl”“[}' _ .
ﬂhnubatme- .
G = D
T et T ryTme o youTy
Join Usl
As a Grophic Designer
=D

» Bachwions degres.
« Irden™ knowiedges of odobe Raroior,
mmwmpu,
wing W Ond QOO COMMUNC Oflon @i,
& Lrcodan! prmaniafion gy
& Wah Confl or necrtyy sedcen],
- IS
@hﬁﬂmm
00000

OR

\//YUU arc Rﬂ"-'l a concerned citizen_living in a suburban area of Mumbai. Lately,
you have noticed a nsc in air pollution due to the increasing number of vchicles on

the road. Wrilc a letier to the editor of a local newspaper expressing your concerns
about air pnllulrd"‘ﬂnd suggesting measurcs that could be taken to addrcT 'l-hlS

-
e T

ISSUE

I\—.—-

).6 Attempt ANY ONE of two, in about 120-150 words. , (5)

A. A study revcaled that the lives of up 10 59% of people who suffered from an injury
could have been saved if the victims had been given some type of simple first aid.
As a columnist for a health magazine, draft an article in about 120-150 words, on
the importance of the basic lifesaving skills. Discuss the advantages of first aid
knowledge and encourage people to acquire the needed training for it. Support

your ideas with the cues given below:

Headlines
» THE PLAGUE OF 'DOING NOTHING' IS ENDANGERING
THOUSANDS OF LIVES

* SHOW THAT YOU CARE: STEP UP AND TAKE ACTION

« LEARN FIRST AID: PRESERVE LIFE, PREVENT
| DETERIORATION AND PROMOTE RECOVERY

|+ FIRSTAID TRAINING: THE NEED OF THE HOUR

« SCHOOLS AND WORKPLACES MUST PROVIDE FIRST |
AID EDUCATION

OR

7 AMEENGLISHM
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Globally, the Iuck_n[_hg_sic_l'll‘ELiLiFLkEEl"']EdEf was found to be endan gl:ring_!m,.‘
lives. A free one-day course 1o teach people basic first aid was organised by ‘Lep

a h_and‘.-In*HGﬂ in Calicul, Kerala as a parl of the World First-Aid Day, 2023
You were asked 1o cover this cvent as the correspondent of a local daily. Write|
report covering this event in about 120-150 words. Support your ideas with outlin

cues given below, to crafl your newspaper report.

Un-dlrﬂurhhup:l'rnrm
Talks by experienced trainers Meaning of first-ald Types of injuries
First-aid kit Roles and responisbilites of first siders Assessing emergencies
Demonstrations and partner practice Vote of thanks Audience feedback | |

SECTION C: LITERATURE TEXTBOOK AND SUPPLEMENTARY

READING TEXT (40 marks)

Q.7 ‘Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY. ONE of the two, given. (ﬁ

A.

i)

1)

A thing of beauty is a joy forever

Its loveliness increases, it will never

Eass into nothingness; but will keep

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep |

Full of sweet dreams, and health,land ciui:tl breathing,
Thcrcl"ﬁre, On eVery morrow, are we wreathing |
A flowery band to bind us to the earth,
Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth

‘Why does man wreathe a flowery band every momning?

What is the cause of despondence in human beings?

A thing of beauty help in making us happy at it is a i,

A)  source of etemal joy
B)  source of despondence
C)  never ending responsibility

D). band to bind us with inhuman dearth
8

L e —
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iv)

vi)

state whether the given statement is TRUE or FALSE, with refercnce to the

extrach:

The primary message of the extract is that despair is an inescapable part of life.

(Truc/Falsc)

What might the phrase “A bower quiet for us, and a sleep / Full of swect dreams,
and health, and quiet breathing” imply about the relationship between nature and

human well-being?

Based on the extract, what could be inferred about the speaker’s attitude towards
the act of “wreathing a flowery band to bind us to the earth” every day?

Driving from my parent’s
home to Cochin last Friday

morning, I saw my mother,

_beside me,

doze, open mouthed, her face

ashen like that

of a corpse and realised with

pain
that she was as old as she

looked but soon

put that thought away, and

laoked out at Young

OR

Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling

out of their homes,

In the given extract, the speaker’s initial thought about the mother is that she:

A)  Looks young and lively.
B)  Appears tired and elderly.

=

C) s asleep with her mouth closed.

D) Isas lively as the ynhng trees outside.

9 XILENGLISH-M
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Q.8

i) What is the predominant emotion expressed in the extract?
A) Joyand excitement
B)  Sadness and realization
C)  Fear and uncase
D) ° Surprise and happiness

Liii} Complete the Sentence appropriately

The theme of the extract is the speaker’s realization that their mother is ageing
which is accompanied by a sense of

iv)  In the line “Young Trees sprinting,” what figure of speech is used to describe the

trees?

A)  Simile

B) Metaphor 'i
C)  Personification .
D) Alliteration |, | 1

V) State whether the given statement is TRUE or FALSE, with reference to the
extract: g

: J , B by
The speaker in the extract believes that their mother looks younger than her actual

L

age.

1

vi)  What is the significance of the speaker putting away the thnugl-'nt th#l their mulhcr'-:
is as old as she looks? r

Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two, given. 4) -

She had the bottle and some cotton in her hand.

“But how shall I do it?" she asked. '

“Simply saturate the cotton and hold it near his nostrils,” Sadao replied without delaying for
andi it ' ' | o’ | g kg e TORIN
one moment the intricate detail of his work. “When he breathes badly move it away a little."

i
She crouched close to the sleeping face of the young American. It was a pitcously thin face,

she thought, and the lips were twisted. The man was sufl'criné whether he knew it or not.

Walching him, she wondered if the storics they heard sometimes of the sufferings of
' f NI IL ' TN
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"ch . They came like flickers of rumour, told by word of mouth and always

“.'f_"nl. [h"l'l
(n the given extract, Hana experiences a bit 'of

i)

iil)

iv)

icted.

{n the newspapers the reports were always that wherever the Japanesc armices

people reccived them gladly, with cries of joy at their liberation. (the Enemy)

for the young

American.

.A)
B)

0
D)

compassion
contempl
hope

rage

Which of these questions does Hana start reflecting on in the extract?

A)
B)
C)
D)

Why did men like the young American choosc to fight?
What should she and her husband do gbout tlrn; cn:m?y?’
Is the Japanese army actually emerging victorious or is it all fake news?

How different was the reality nf' prisoners from what shc was led to believe?

What changes Hana 's perception of lhe young Amencan‘?

A)

B)

C)

D)

-

reading stories about the ‘encmy’ as a prisoner n!'war

seeing the ‘enemy’ as an actual person in front of her

wondering. |f she herself is more American lhan Japan:s:

e
-

—

realising that the war against America is not an honourable one

How do Hana and Sadao rcacl to the situation of the wounded man?

A)
B)
C)
D)

Hana is confused about it but Sadao is confident about it,

_ '—'--_n_\_\_

Hana is suspicious about it but Sadao 18 acccptmg of it.

Hana is disturbed by it and Sadao is disappointed by it.”
Hana is disgusted by it and Sadao is conflicted about it

OR

1 XILENGLISH-M
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B.  Everyonc stood transfixed in stupefaction. They looked wildly at each other an
blinked. *O wise prophets! It was [ who spoke.”™ This time there were no grouny
for doubt. It was the infant bom Just ten days ago who had enunciated the words ;
clearly. The chief astrologer took off his spectacles and gazed intently at the bab
“All those who are born will one day have to die. We don’t need your pmdictin;'
to know that. There would be some sense in it if you could tell us the rnanneh;:

_that death™ the royal infant uttered these words in his little squeaky voice,

i) Who spoke the words in the passage?

A)  The wise prophets

By e — . —

B)  The people in the room
C)  The infant born ten days ago
D)  The chief astrologer

i
/

) The passage raises the question of whether predicting death is meaningfu] withoy
also predicting | . (fill in the blank) '

1)  What writing style is cmployed when. the passage describes the royal infnn{{
words as “‘uttered these words in his little squeaky voice™? :

iv) j‘-'«fh_at can b_e inferred about the expectations of the people in the room from lhdl
initial reaction of being “transfixed in stupefaction™ and looking “wildly at ead
other and blinked"? {

L}
1

Q.9 Read the given extracts and answer the questions for ANY ONE of the two, given.  ({

A.  While I was wondering about it all, M. Hamel mounted his chair, and, in the sam
grave and gentle tone which he had used to me, said, "My children, this is the Jas
lesson I shall give you. The order has come from Berlin to teach only German i
the schools of Alsace and Lorraine: The new master comes tomorrow. This is'yoa
last French lesson. I want you to be very attentive.”

What a thunderclap these words were to me!
Oh, the wretches; that was what they had put up at the town-hall!
, . , e R < :
1) Who are ‘the wretches’ Franz refers to in this'extract’ '.
A)  the French -

B)  the Prussians

i.

- l
12 XII-ENG LISII{\
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it

fi1)

iv)

vi)

does M- Hamel tell everyone to be ‘very attentive’?

‘hy
:.} He wants 10 quiz them on the last lesson later in the day
g) He wants to inform them of his wish to retire as a teacher.
c) Hewantsto tell them about the new language they will soon leamn.
p) He wants to teach them as much of their language as possible in that class.

What does the order from Berlin signify?

A)  the blending of two different cultures.
B)  the imposition of one culture over another

C) the pca&cﬁﬂ coexistence of multiple cultures

D) the universal recognition of one culture as superior

What a thunderclap these words were to me!

This line from the extract depicts Franz’s

A) confusion about the new Ia.ggua_ge

B) - astonishment at a wasted opportunity

C) dlis.appoinun:nt in M. Hamel’s teaching

D) anger towards the people of the village

Select the option that uses ‘mounted’ as used in the extract. |

A)  Salima mounted the bicycle and rode downhill.

B) Peter mounted the platformto a rousing welcome.
C)  Satyaject bit his nails as the tension mounted in the game.

D) Kimpi mounted a protest by refusing to talk to her sister all day.

Complete the Sentence: |
Framz’s reaction to M. Hamel's annnuncemt:nﬂtH ff;tﬁffaﬁ-.ju{-: :‘Lq‘b‘ tqi:lljf

OR J
© My acquaintance with the barefoot ragpickers leads me to Seemapun, a place on

the periphery of Delhi yet miles away from it, metaphorically. Those who live here

are squatters who came from Bangladesh back in 1971. Saheb's family i1s among
13 X1I-ENGLISH-M
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them. Scemapuri was then a wilderness, It still is, bul it jg no ]':'"EEI em I
structures of mud, with roofs of tin and tarpaulin, devoid of SCwa P

1
: . 8¢, drajp, t \
running water, live 10,000 mgpwkcrs.‘ThEy hﬂ"'-’ﬂ |l‘"’lﬂd here for More thap, th-ﬂf
years without an identity, without permits b.ul with mrunn L'ar(.ls that gy thei 5 Irt"i
on volters’ lists and enable them to buy grain. Food is more important e ,
than an identity, “If at the end of the day we can feed our familjeg and g, tnmi
without an aching stomach, we would rather live here than in the fielqq thay bt!
Us no grain,” say a group of women in tattered saris when I ask them why 'hcyg?
their beautiful land of green fields and rivers.
(The lost Spring)
1) What does the passage primarily describe?
]
A)  The living conditions of squatters in Seemapuri f
B)  The history of Seemapuri as a wildemess
C)  The abundance of grain in Seemapuri
D)

Author’s personal experiences with ragpickers

1) Why did the squatters in Seemapuri leave their homeland in Bangladesh i |9'_r|?-i (

A)  To find better job opportunities
B)  To escape famine and.hungar

C) To gain an official identity
D)

To enjoy the wilderness of Seemapuri

i)  The passage highlights the harsh livin
the importance of food. for survival
theme that

g conditions of squatters in Seemapun

over an official identity, underscoring
» (fill in the blank)

Iv)  What figure of speech is used when the author says,
periphery of Delhi yet miles away from it"™?

A)  Simile

“Seemapuri is a place oo

B)  Metaphor
C) Hyperbole

D)  Personification

-

-j
- - i w1 ¢ A
—a e Egp—
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at does the presence of ration cards g;
Wha

V) does il impact their lives?
how

Bnify for the squatt

_ » “The Name of the Raose'?
),,{ Why was Geminj studios a favourite haunt of the pocts?[ .1

v)  How does the choice of ima

| ) . ECTY contribute to the overal tone and mood of the
poem “Keeping Quiet" s

A

. Give one example to illustrate your point.

L1IT Answer ANY TWO of the following three questions, in about 40-50 words. (2x2=4)

,/fr- Why do you think Charley withdrew nearly all the money he had from the bank to
buy.old-style currency? - ' |

/1{ The author has used ‘hlnc{d‘ as a symbol in the story. Comment on jts impact on
- the reader with refetence to the story — The Enemy.

7j_i‘ﬁ What significance does Antarctica hold for environmentalists and why?

12 Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions, in about 120-150 words. (5)

A. . Imagine that the bully who threw Douglas into the pool, reads this chapter and
realizes his mistake. As the bully, write a dairy entry penning down your response
to Douglas’ perseverance and your own feelings of guilt and regret,

OR

B. In.what way does the story Rattrap reflect similar problems of people living in
-India who are uprooted and relocated due to industrialization?

13 Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions, in about 120-150 words. (5)

A.  Zitkala sa and Bama have been invited on a talk show. They both share their
experience of being from marginalised communitics. They reflect on instances of

oppression they faced and how those instances proved to be the source of strength
15 X11-ENGLISI-M

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



B.

to fight against such oppression. You are asked to write a report on they
conversation. Wnite the report. '

OR

Imagine that the encounter with Mr, Mr. Lamb marked a turning point in Derry’s life.
Many years later, Derry is invited to present a TED Talk on the challenges be
faced and overcame. He thinks about the bitterness he carried carlier towards
people and the world, and how his attitude changed. He decides to speak about the
transformation in his relationship with himself, and understanding what kindness
towards oncsell might actually means. He agrees (o weave his s on “Not the
face of a victim®. As Derry, create the speech draft for the TED Talk.

T WA ENGE e M
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